
MOTHERS and MAIDS; QUEENS and LUSTY DAMES:


A Course on the History of Women in Early Modern Europe

History 390 Salisbury University, Spring 2005

Devilbiss 109, TR11.00-12.15

Professor: 
Kristen Walton

Office Hours: 
MW 11.00-11.50 and by appointment

Office Location: 386 Holloway Hall

Phone: 
X36502

E-mail: 
kpwalton@salisbury.edu

Course Description and Objectives: 

In her work, Philosophical and Physical Opinions of 1655, Margaret Cavendish, in a letter “To the Two Most Famous Universities of England,” wrote 

Women are becoming like worms, that only live in the dull world of ignorance, winding ourselves sometimes out by the help of some refreshing rain of good education, which seldom is given us, for we are kept like birds in our houses, not suffered to fly abroad to see the several changes of fortune and the various humours ordained and created by nature, and wanting the experience of nature, we must needs want the understanding and knowledge, and so consequently prudence and invention of men.

Cavendish’s letter brings up many pertinent aspects of the role of women during the early modern period and addresses an interesting question often asked by historians: can we detect change in the early modern period, or do the years 1500-1800 portray general continuity from the medieval ages?  During the Early Modern Period, fascinating historical events occurred, from the Printing Press to the Discovery of the New World to the Reformation to the French Revolution.  Traditionally, the story of this age has been told through the eyes of men, ignoring over fifty percent of the contemporary population.  Many women were kept like “birds in their houses, not suffered to fly abroad”, but women still played an important role in all aspects of early modern society.

Before the 1960s, the study of women in history consisted primarily of works about queens, several famous mistresses or courtesans, and some religious figures.  The desire to study the roles that women played in daily life was of no interest to traditional historians.  Beginning in the 1960s, historians began to recognize the importance of studying all aspects of history to gain insight into what life was truly like in previous times.  The study of women and of gender roles became an important aspect of this new desire to revise the traditional methods of reviewing history.  During the Early Modern Period, women partook in all areas of European society and culture.  Their life roles as daughter, wife, mother, and widow; or spinster; or nun; allowed them to be women - often in roles not far different from those of many women today.

In many ways, the Early Modern Period sets the stage for the story (or history) of women in the United States during the 19th and 20th centuries.  In addition, by looking at women of all levels of society and in western Europe across “national” divides, this course will give the students great insight into the different ways woman has been constructed through the ages.  As women are now allowed to partake of the “refreshing rain of good education”, it is best that some of that education looks at women themselves: how their gender roles were forged through the ages, the various masks they would wear, the thoughts they would think, and the attitudes men held toward them.

Course Requirements:

Assessments:
Short Essay (3-5pp):




15%

Class Participation and short assignments:

20%

Research Paper (10-15pp):



30%



Debate






10%


Take Home Final




25%

Your class grade will include an extensive debate near the end of the semester.  In this debate, each student will be assigned a position with regard to the question of The Role of Women in Early Modern Europe.  You will have one class day to prepare for the debates within your team.  EVERY person in the class must contribute to the debate (both intellectually and orally on the day).  The dates for the examinations are firm.  I rarely grant extensions for papers.  If you have any problems with the examination or the paper due dates, please speak with the Professor in advance of said date.  There will be NO extensions on the day.  You will always find me much more reasonable when you give me advance notice.  All assignments are due as noted on the syllabus.  If we will be discussing a topic on a particular day, I will specify the exact reading for that day the class before. I expect each of you to arrive prepared for class and to support each other.  Participation means active, not passive “citizenship” in the class.  Class attendance will count toward the participation grade.  More than three absences during the semester will result in your grade being lowered (in other words, a grade of “A” will become a grade of “B”) (each additional absence after 3 will continue to lower your grade).  With regard to the research paper, if you would like it to count for one of the History Department required papers, it should be 12-15 pages and utilize at least one primary source.  Please inform the professor if you would like your paper to be eligible for registration (see below for more information).

Writing Across the Curriculum

Learning to write is one of the most important skills you can learn at college.  As a result, this course, in conjunction with Writing Across the Curriculum, will require writing from each and every one of you in the forms of papers, essay exams (there will be NO multiple choice exams), and class notes and periodic exercises.

There are many sources available for your use via the internet, the library here on campus or the library at College Park, via interlibrary loan.  The Library can help you if you need assistance ordering a book from a different library.  I may periodically send out emails to you with websites including primary source or other interesting material.  I may include this as REQUIRED reading for the course, so make certain you check your email regularly.  As should be obvious to anyone in an upper division course, Plagiarism is WRONG and will result in an automatic “0” or F on the assignment and a possible failing of the course.  The maximum penalty at the university for plagiarism is a possible expulsion from the entire USM system, so for your own sakes, DO NOT PLAGIARIZE.  Please see me if you have any questions.

The most significant tip I have: do not turn in the first drafts of your papers.  That means you need to outline your ideas, write them down, and revise (and revise) them.  A first draft is not a final draft.  I will be looking for well-written papers with solid content.  Conveying ideas in a precise manner is one of the most important aspects of history and other fields. You must cite the sources you use – including e-texts and web-based information, as well as traditional forms of published information.

For your papers, I require you to use either footnotes or endnotes and follow the form denoted by Kate Turabian in the Chicago Manual of Style.  In addition, I expect all of your papers and essays to have a Thesis statement and a solid argument.  Your long research paper will require the use of at least 5 library secondary sources as well as some primary source material.  If you plan to use the paper for one of your major papers, you should have already taken (or currently be enrolled in) Proseminar, and then you should choose the longer option for the research paper.  You will be 

Writing Across the Curriculum, cont’d

required to turn in a topic with a thesis statement and a bibliography in advance of the due date of the paper.  If you do not turn in the topic for pre-approval, your grade will automatically be deducted by at least one grade.  

The Professor reserves the right to change aspects of this course if necessary and with a verbal announcement to students during class time.

SYLLABUS

Required Readings: 

De Erauso, Memoir of a Basque Lieutenant Nun Transvestite, 1996.

Hufton, Olwen. The Prospect Before Her: A history of women in western Europe, 1500-1800. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1996.

Hutson, Lorna, ed., Feminism & Renaissance Studies, 1999.

Kingdon, Robert, Adultery and Divorce in Calvin’s Geneva, 1995.

Zemon-Davis, Natalie, Women on the Margins: Tree Seventeenth Century Lives, 1997.

Readings listed on syllabus from internet sources, including articles from J-stor and primary sources.  

Recommended Readings (These will be placed on reserve at the library):

Wiesner, Merry E.  Women and Gender in Early Modern Europe. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993.

Wollestonecraft, Mary. Vindication of the Rights of Women

THE COURSE:

Syllabus:
Week 1: Thursday 27 January:  Introduction 

Week 2: 2/1-2/3 Feminist theory & The Querelles des Femmes in Early Modern Europe

 ASSIGNMENTS:  
Tuesday: Hufton, Introduction; Hutson, Chapter 1.




Thursday: “Early Feminist Theory and the "Querelle des Femmes", 1400-




1789” Joan Kelly Signs > Vol. 8, No. 1 (Autumn, 1982), pp. 4-28: on JSTOR



Selection emailed to you on Salisbury.edu account on Querelles.




Agrippa: http://www.pinn.net/~sunshine/book-sum/agrip4.html 




17th c. selections: http://www.u.arizona.edu/~kari/querelle.htm 



Class: 
The European Construction of Woman and Woman in the Medieval Mind - a background to the Early Modern Period.



Week 3: 2/8-2/10:  The Medieval Mind and The Role of Women: Lifecycles: 1

ASSIGNMENTS: 
Tuesday: Hufton, Chpt 1; Excerpts from Christine de Pisan: The Book of 

the City of Ladies:  http://www.und.edu/instruct/akelsch/399/bookofthecity.htm


Wiesner, Introduction and Chpt 1 (pp. 1-38) (Rec)

Thursday: “Attitudes to Menstruation in Seventeenth-Century England” Patricia Crawford 

Past and Present > No. 91 (May, 1981), pp. 47-73; On JSTOR



     “Women, Charity and Community in Early Modern Venice: The Casa delle 

Zitelle” Monica Chojnacka Renaissance Quarterly > Vol. 51, No. 1 (Spring, 1998), pp. 68-91; on JSTOR

Class:  The 16th century & 17th century debates on women and their roles in society; 

Girls in the Early Modern World

Weeks 4-5: 2/15-2/24 The Role of Woman: Lifecycles II

No Class Thursday 17 February: Work on Research papers

ASSIGNMENTS:
Hufton, Chpts. 2-6 (pp. 62-254)




Hutson, Chapters 3 and 7




“The Dowry Fund and the Marriage Market in Early Quattrocento 




Florence” Julius Kirshner; Anthony Molho The Journal of Modern History > Vol. 50, No. 3 (Sep., 1978), pp. 403-438; available on JSTOR




“Pregnancy, Childbirth and the Female Body in Early Modern Germany” 




Ulinka Rublack Past and Present > No.150 (Feb., 1996), pp. 84-110; available on JSTOR




Kingdon, Adultery and Divorce, entire book by Tuesday 15 February

“The Noble Widow's Place in the Patriarchal Household: The Life and 

Career of Jeanne de Gontault” Robert J. Kalas Sixteenth Century 

Journal > Vol. 24, No. 3 (Autumn, 1993), pp. 519-539; on JSTOR

Wiesner, Chpt. 2 (pp. 41-81) (Rec)


Class:
The Role of Women as Virgin, Wife, Mother, and Widow in the Early Modern Period.

· Due Tuesday 15 February: Short Essay on The Place of Women in Early Modern Europe 

· Due Tuesday 22 February: Topics for Research paper, including Thesis  

     statement, 5 library sources, primary source and whether you are doing a paper      for registration
Week 6.  3/1-3/3 Women in Power: Regents, Queens, and Abbesses in the 16th and 17th Centuries

ASSIGNMENTS:
Wiesner, Chpt 8 (pp. 239-258) (rec)

Knox, A Trumpet Blast Against the Monstrous Regiment of Women.


http://www.swrb.ab.ca/newslett/actualNLs/firblast.htm 
“Engendering the State: Family Formation and State Building in Early 

Modern France” Sarah Hanley French Historical Studies > Vol. 16, No. 1 (Spring, 1989), pp. 4-27; On JSTOR




“Woman's Rule in Sixteenth-Century British Political Thought” Constance 

Jordan Renaissance Quarterly > Vol. 40, No. 3 (Autumn, 1987), pp. 421-451; on JSTOR




 “The Familial State: Elite Family Practices and State-Making in the Early 

Modern Netherlands” Julia Adams Theory and Society > Vol. 23, No. 4 (Aug., 1994), pp. 505-539; on JSTOR




“Elections of Abbesses and Notions of Identity in Fifteenth- and Sixteenth-

Century Italy, with Special Reference to Venice” Kate Lowe Renaissance Quarterly > Vol. 54, No. 2 (Summer, 2001), pp. 389-429; On JSTOR





Description of Empress Maria Theresa: 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1749gottschen-mariatheresa.html 

Class:
From Isabella to Anne.  The Debate on Women in Positions of Power. The

    Religious Option.  How did The Reformation affect the role of woman in positions of 

    power?


Week 7:3/8-3/10  Women in the Economic Force - Working Women

ASSIGNMENTS:
Zemon Davis, Glial Bas Judah Leb




Wiesner, Chpt. 3 (pp. 82-114) (rec)

“Women's Work, Gender Conflict, and Labour Markets in Europe, 1500-

1900” Katrina Honeyman; Jordan Goodman The Economic History 

Review  New Series, Vol. 44, No. 4 (Nov., 1991), pp. 608-628; on JSTOR




“Gender and the Guild Order: The Garment Trades in Eighteenth-Century 

Paris” Judith G. Coffin The Journal of Economic History > Vol. 54, No. 4 (Dec., 1994), pp. 768-793; on JSTOR

Class:
The Widow and the Family business, Woman as apprentice and “Master”

Week 8: 3/15-17  Women and Religion - From nun to minister’s wife

ASSIGNMENTS:
Hufton, Chpt. 10 (363-423)

Wiesner, Chpt. 6 (pp. 179-217)

Margaret Fell, Women’s Speaking Justified:                  

                        http://www.qhpress.org/texts/fell.html
“A Hammer in Her Hand: The Separation of Church from State and the 

Early Feminist Writings of Katherine Chidley” Katharine Gillespie Tulsa Studies in Women's Literature > Vol. 17, No. 2, Political Discourse/British Women's Writing, 1640-1867 (Autumn, 1998), pp. 213-233; on JSTOR




“’Neither Married nor Cloistered’: Blessed Isabelle in Catholic Reformation 




France” Thomas Worcester Sixteenth Century Journal > Vol. 30, No. 2 (Summer, 1999), pp. 457-472, on JSTOR



“Breaking the Silence: Women, Censorship, and the Reformation” Peter Matheson Sixteenth Century Journal > Vol. 27, No. 1 (Spring, 1996), pp. 97-109; on JSTOR



Zemon-Davis, Marie de L’Incarnation

Class:
The Catholic Woman - her options and her life, Recusansy, Charitable Associations and Nunneries, The established Protestant view of women, Radical Protestants and the Role of Women.

Week 9: 3/21-23: SPRING BREAK, NO CLASS
Week 10. 3/29-3/31  Women and Violence & The Aberrant Woman I. Impudent Women…A Woman in a Man’s World?

ASSIGNMENTS: 
“ Gender, Disguise, and Usurpation: "The Female Prelate" and the Popish 

Successor” Craig M. Rustici Modern Philology > Vol. 98, No. 2, Religion, Gender, and the Writing of Women: Historicist Essays in Honor of Janel Mueller (Nov., 2000), pp. 271-298; on JSTOR

“Rape and Resistance: Women and Consent in Seventeenth-Century 

English Legal and Political Thought” Julia Rudolph The Journal of British Studies > Vol. 39, No. 2 (Apr., 2000), pp. 157-184; on JSTOR

Chedgzoy, Kate, “Impudent Women: Carnival and Gender…” at http://www2.arts.gla.ac.uk/SESLL/STELLA/COMET/glasgrev/issue1/chefgz.htm
“Ladies in the Scientific Revolution” Alan Cook Notes and Records of the 

Royal Society of London > Vol. 51, No. 1 (Jan., 1997), pp. 1-12; on JSTOR

Zemon-Davis, Prologue, Maria Sybilla Merian, Conclusion


CLASS: Women faced with Violence; Women “Switching Genders” – following male 

paths & leaving gender roles.

Week 11.  4/5-4/7  The Aberrant Woman II.  Prostitutes, Lesbians & Transvestites; 

ASSIGNMENTS:
Hufton, Chpt. 7-8 (pp. 255-335)

Tues. De Erousa, Entire Book

“Dangerous Liaisons: Mesalliance and Early Modern French 

Noblewomen” Gayle K. Brunelle French Historical Studies > Vol. 19, No. 1 (Spring, 1995), pp. 75-103; on JSTOR

“Deviant Insiders: Legalized Prostitutes and a Consciousness of Women 

in Early Modern Seville” Mary Elizabeth Perry Comparative Studies in Society and History > Vol. 27, No. 1 (Jan., 1985), pp. 138-158; on JSTOR

“Lesbian Sexuality in Renaissance Italy: The Case of Sister Benedetta 

Carlini” Judith C. Brown Signs > Vol. 9, No. 4, The Lesbian Issue (Summer, 1984), pp. 751-758; on JSTOR



       
“Veronica Franco's Terze Rime: the Venetian Courtesan's Defense” 

Margaret F. Rosenthal Renaissance Quarterly > Vol. 42, No. 2 (Summer, 1989), pp. 227-257; on JSTOR
Some Cross-dressing women: http://www.infopt.demon.co.uk/1760lesb.htm
Mary East, the Female Husband: http://www.infopt.demon.co.uk/1766east.htm 

Class:
The Italian Courtesan - using body for power, A career option?, No other choice. Lesbians and Homosexuality in the Early Modern Period, The woman who wouldn’t marry.

Week 12. 4/12-4/14  The Aberrant Woman III.  Witchcraft & Crime

ASSIGNMENTS:
Hufton, Chpt. 9 (336-362).

Wiesner, Chpt. 7 (pp. 218-238).

 ‘"A Woman under the Influence": A Case of Alleged Possession in 

Sixteenth-Century France’ Anita M. Walker; Edmund H. Dickerman Sixteenth Century Journal > Vol. 22, No. 3 (Autumn, 1991), pp. 534-554; on JSTOR

Witchcraft and the Status of Women: A Comment J. K. Swales; Hugh V. 

McLachlan The British Journal of Sociology > Vol. 30, No. 3 (Sep., 1979), pp. 349-358; On JSTOR




“Witchcraft Trials in Seventeenth-Century Russia” Russell Zguta The 

American Historical Review > Vol. 82, No. 5 (Dec., 1977), pp. 

1187-1207; on JSTOR




“The Witches of Durer and Hans Baldung Grien” Margaret A. Sullivan 

Renaissance Quarterly > Vol. 53, No. 2  (Summer, 2000), pp. 333-401; on JSTOR




“Toads and Eucharists: The Male Witches of Normandy, 1564-1660” 

William Monter French Historical Studies > Vol. 20, No. 4 (Autumn, 1997), pp. 563-595

Witchcraft Documents at 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/witches1.html 

Class:
Witchcraft in Scotland, Warlocks and the gender differences, Continental Witchcraft, A Protestant or Catholic terror?

Week 13. 4/19-4/21   Women, Riot and Rebellion

ASSIGNMENTS:
Hufton, Chpt 12 (pp. 463-491)




“Gender, Violence, and Rebellion in Tudor and Early Stuart Ireland” 




William Palmer Sixteenth Century Journal Vol. 23, No. 4 (Winter, 1992), pp. 699-712; on JSTOR



“The Role of Women in Religious Riots During the French Revolution”




Suzanne Desan Eighteenth-Century Studies > Vol. 22, No. 3, Special Issue: The French Revolution in Culture (Spring, 1989), pp. 451-468; on JSTOR



“Gender, Household and Community Politics: Women in English Riots 1790-1810” John Bohstedt Past and Present > No. 120 (Aug., 1988), pp. 88-122; on JSTOR



“Women in Revolt: Popular Protest and Its Social Basis in Holland in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries” Rudolf M. Dekker Theory and Society > Vol. 16, No. 3 (May, 1987), pp. 337-362; on JSTOR



"Gentlemen, I Have One Thing More to Say": Women on Scaffolds in England, 1563-1680 Frances E. Dolan Modern Philology > Vol. 92, No. 2 (Nov., 1994), pp. 157-178; on JSTOR


Class:
Women’s riots in 16th and early 17th c., Religious Riots, Women and their role in Revolutions and Civil Wars - Dutch Revolts, French Revolution, English Civil War.

* DUE, Research Paper Tuesday 19 April 
Week 14. 4/26-28  Women’s Education & Scribblers: The Emergence of the Critic

ASSIGNMENTS:
Hufton, Chpt. 11 (424-462)




Hutson, Chapters 3 & 4; 9-17




Wiesner, Chpts 4-5 (117-175) (rec)




Sor Juana Ines de las Cruz;  Review: http://www.lasmujeres.com/sorjuana/answer.shtml  and http://home.infionline.net/~ddisse/juana.html 




 “Enlightenment Salons: The Convergence of Female and Philosophic 




Ambitions” Dena Goodman Eighteenth-Century Studies > Vol. 22, No. 3, Special Issue: The French Revolution in Culture (Spring, 1989), pp. 329-350; on JSTOR



Paris Salons: Documents: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/18salons.html 

Class:
Humanism, Girls= Schools, The Arts, Healers, and Scientists.  The effect of the Reformation on the education of women. Slide show and music presentation of early modern women’s works.  Woman as Social Critic (Arcangela Tarabotti, et al), Women as novelists, The Emergence of “Feminism” and the Roots of the Women’s Rights Movement, Salonnières.

Week 15. 5/3-5  Women and the Private and Public Sphere.

ASSIGNMENTS: 
Hufton, Chpt. 13 (492-513)




Wollstonecraft, Vindication, http://www.bartleby.com/144/ 




Jurgen Habermas: "The Public Sphere" (1964) Peter Hohendahl; Patricia 




Russian New German Critique > No. 3 (Autumn, 1974), pp. 45-48 on JSTOR



Excerpts from novel on Marie Antoinette: http://www.infopt.demon.co.uk/antonina.htm

Class:

The Growth of an idea of public v. private sphere and Habermas, Women’s role in public and private life before 1700, The 18th century, public v. private spheres and the French Revolution.  Ridicule.

Week 16. 5/10-12  Conclusion.


Assignments: 
Review: [untitled review] Author(s) of Review: Michael Kwass Reviewed 

Work(s): “Ridicule. by Gilles Legrand; Frederic Brillion; Philippe Carcassonne; Patrice Leconte; Remi Waterhouse,” The American Historical Review > Vol. 102, No. 3 (Jun., 1997), pp. 936-937; on JSTOR
Class: 
Finish Film * Discuss

· Thursday 12 May. Debate on Women & Feminism in the Early Modern Period.

· DUE by WEDS 18 May 2005, 5pm: Takehome Final Exam

